THE WIDER OUTLOOK
Fortunately for England Lloyd George's vision had largely
triumphed when the testing hour came in 1914* British
people remember with gratitude, and it is right that they
should, Campbell-Bannerman's supreme act of statesmanship
in conferring self-government upon the defeated Boer Re-
publics within five years of the close of the war; a policy
which was carried in the face of the strongest opposition, and
the most emphatic prophecies of evil, of the whole Con-
servative Party: but they do not always recollect the fact
that ten years earlier Lloyd George was advocating the plan
of Empire which came to be worked out with such amazingly
happy results between 1906 and 1926*
As was his wont, Lloyd George devoted much time to the
task of explaining his Imperial plans on popular platforms
up and down the country* It was at one of these meetings,
in which he was advocating his " Home Rule All Round "
policy, that he made one of the most famous of his witty
repartees* " I look forward to the day," he cried, " when
there shall be Home Rule for England, Home Rule for Ire-
land, Home Rule for Scotland, and Home Rule for Wales."
" Home Rule for Hell," shouted a voice from the back of
the hall. Quick as lightning came Lloyd George's retort:
" That's right, my good fellow, stick up for your own
country." There is nothing subtle about it, but in the
excited atmosphere of a crowded meeting, one can well im-
agine how effective it would be. Lloyd George has always
maintained that it is a speaker's business to conciliate the
particular audience which he happens to be addressing; and
consequently to talk to a hall full of ordinary folk at Lime-
house as one would to the House of Commons* is to mi$tt$e
one's opportunity.
The debates in connection with the Agricultural Ratifog
Bill which the Conservative Government introduced immedi-
ately after its return to power .contributed greatly towards